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Seventy-one nations belonging to the Africa, Caribbean, and Pacific Group of States (ACP) met in
Santo Domingo Nov. 25-26 to prepare positions on trade and membership matters ahead of the
Seattle meeting of the World Trade Organization (WTO) in November and the European Union
(EU) meeting in Brussels in December. The EU meeting is crucial to ACP members looking for an
extension of trade preferences through the year 2006. EU states, through the 1975 Lome Convention,
give aid and preferential treatment to imports from ACP countries, especially bananas (see NotiCen,
1998-02-19).
In April, a WTO disputes panel ruled in favor of the US and five Latin American producers that
claimed that the EU trade preferences hurt the export of Latin American bananas, marketed through
US-based companies such as Dole and Chiquita Brands. Since the Lome Convention expires in
February 2000, ACP states are trying to establish themselves as a trade bloc to further their aims in
future trade negotiations. At its December meeting, the EU will negotiate with the ACP on terms of
renewal for the Lome Convention, which will run from 2000 to 2006.
Dominican negotiator with the EU Max Puig said that globalization and the end of special trade
arrangements was inevitable but that many countries were not prepared to face global competition
and needed more time. The main concern at the summit was how to respond to the loss of easy
access to the EU market. The immediate task is to get the WTO to extend the current waiver that
temporarily exempts ACP nations from free-trade rules. Commerce Minister John Horne of St.
Vincent and the Grenadines said that because many ACP economies were dependent on banana
exports, an extension of at least eight years was necessary to allow time for economic adjustments.
The EU is expected to take up a proposal that would extend preferential entry for some lessdeveloped ACP economies and subject the others to free-trade rules while giving them special
status as a trade bloc in the manner of the US Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI). To qualify for
benefits under the proposal, ACP nations would have to meet standards of human rights and
transparency in government. Because of wars in some of the African beneficiaries, African members
would have to limit military expenditures to qualify.
The summit's final declaration stressed the need to control organized crime and drug trafficking.
But it also called upon the developed countries to control the proliferation of conventional arms,
especially land mines, and to use their multinational institutions, such as the International Monetary
Fund (IMF), to help reduce the material inequalities that contribute to conflict. Cuban membership
debated The ACP supports Cuba's entry into the organization and invited Cuba to attend as an
observer (see NotiCen, 1999-04- 15).
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ACP and Dominican President Leonel Fernandez said, "The Summit welcomes the approval
of Cuba in becoming a full member of the ACP." However, Poul Nielson, EU commissioner for
development, said that Cuban membership would be conditioned on its adopting democratic
practices as required by the Lome Convention rules. However, Cuba's compliance in so short a time
appears unlikely, and Spain, which has championed Cuban membership, argued that democratic
forms need not be adopted as a condition for membership.
Spain's Secretary for Cooperation Fernando Villalonga said that, while Cuba does not meet all
the conditions for entry, neither do some current ACP members. By applying for membership
in January 2000, Cuba could become eligible for whatever aid and trade benefits come out of the
December EU meeting. Statements from Cuban officials indicated that Cuba would apply sometime
after the December meeting. EU and ACP members must unanimously approve membership. While
Cuba has strong support among many members of both organizations, US pressure to extend its
embargo to third party nations place it in direct conflict with the EU regarding Cuban membership
in ACP. [Sources: La Vanguardia (Spain), 11/11/99; Agence France-Presse, 11/23/99; Spanish News
Service EFE, 11/12/99, 11/24/99; Notimex, 11/11/99, 11/12/99, 11/21/99, 11/23/99, 11/25/99; Granma
(Cuba), 11/24/99, 11/25/99, 11/26/99]
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